
YOUR ONE STOP AFRICAN SAFARI DESTINATION
Ernest & Marita Dyason

taught me very valuable lessons, 
especially on hunting in Tanzania. 
In 2017 and 2018 my childhood 
friend and confidant, Wayne 
Grant and I contracted the Lwafi 
Game Reserve, a massive area 
mostly devoid of game, but we 
still managed to have a 100% 
successful season on leopard, lion 
and buffalo. This venture taught 
me the difference between quality 
areas and that those cost more. 
In Tanzania, if it seems too good 

to be true, then just do not go! 
Stick to the more costly areas and 
operators - you will save money 
in the long run. This resulted in 
Spear Safaris becoming an affiliate 
of Mcullum Safaris Tanzania. The 
Chunya and Lukwati blocks are 
well-known for their quality lion 
and leopard, and really big buffalo 
come out of the blocks as well, not 
to mention the great sable there. 
And 2 000 000 acres of wilderness 
is something to experience.

CAMEROON

Since we started Spear Safaris in 1995, I have been 
wanting to offer bongo and Lord Derby hunts in 

Cameroon. I tried many avenues, but all of them led 
to really highly priced hunts of around $50 000 for 
an eland hunt, making it hard for me to sell to our 
regular customers. Finally in 2018, I was introduced 
to a German man, Reinard. Because he had lived in 
Cameroon all his life, owning the rights to his own 
areas, my interest was piqued. I took the plunge and 
started working with him, resulting in us taking four 
eland hunters to Voko Bantadje community block in 
2019. Being in a community-based area we were able 
to offer 12-day eland hunts for $31 000, as opposed 
to the norm of around $50 000. Hunting Lord Derby 
eland in Cameroon is a truly wild experience - tracking 
these elusive animals through their own environment is 
not only challenging, but awe-inspiring. 

ZIMBABWE

Probably 
still one of 

the best-priced 
leopard countries 
for quality 
and success, 
Zimbabwe is,and 
will always be 
close to my 
heart, as this is 
where, as a young hunter, I honed most 
of my leopard-hunting skills. Although 
we mostly moved away from arranging 
safaris in Zimbabwe, we kept close ties 
with two operators, honest people with 
great integrity. We hunt mainly in the 
Beitbridge area as well as Shangani. Both 
areas produce monster leopards and big 
elephants.  Nengasha has been conducting 
big-game safaris throughout Zimbabwe 
for over 20 years and we are proud of the 
legacy they have built for authentic and 
ethical hunting in the old tradition of fair 
chase.

TANZANIA

Since before the inception of Spear 
Safaris in 1995, I have been hunting 

on and off in Tanzania in various areas 
and regions, mainly by signing short-
term deals on other operators’ areas. This 
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WELCOME TO SPEAR SAFARIS

Spear Safaris is owned and operated by 
Ernest and Marita Dyason. It is a family-

owned hunting business that has been 
operating since 1995 offering world-class 
big-game trophy hunting in South Africa, 
but also offer outstanding opportunities in 
Tanzania, Zimbabwe, Burkina Faso, Benin 
and Cameroon. The staff at Spear Safaris 
are dedicated to ensuring a hunting safari 
experience that surpasses all expectations. We 
offer hunting safaris in other African countries 
under the auspices of well-established 

outfitters in those countries, and this newsletter 
is to give you a small intro to our offering. In 
South Africa, we offer excellent and affordable 
buffalo and plains game-hunting safaris on our 
total of 70 000 acres - combined concessions 
in the north of Limpopo Province. As well as 
a huge variety of plains-game species on our 
other two hunting concessions ranging in size 
from 25 000 acres to 30 000 acres. Spear 
Safaris also offers world-class Photographic 
Safaris, from our private camp in the greater 
Kruger conservation area.
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CAMEROON SEASON NEWS

Yours in Hunting. Ernest, Marita and family. 

Unfortunately, it seems that the lull in activity since 
COVID, has destroyed Zic 24. There were no fresh Eland 
sign and very little other Game activity. Some Cob, few 
Roan and very few Buffalo, so unfortunately really not 
worth returning there, or with the owner of the areas. 

From zic 24, I went to Zic 27, an area held by a young 
French guy. He recently parted with a partnership he 

had with another company. I was approached to see if 
I would be interested in working with him and 
potentially taking most, if not all, of the Quota. 

I arrived a few days early, and what a nice surprise 
when I saw the camp. He had recently upgraded the 
whole set up and it is great. I have hunted in Benin, 

Burkina Faso and Cameroon, and to date this is the best 
camp that I’ve seen in West Africa. 

I was a bit pooped from the last safari so wanted 
to rest up a bit. We did go on a short one-hour drive 

from camp, and we saw about 5 young Eland bulls run 
across the road, a great start. 

My hunter arrived on the 4th of the month and we 
started hunting on the 5th. The very first Morning 

produced a great Sing-Sing Defassa Waterbuck and a 
world class Lord Derby Eland. We could not have asked 

for more. Today we took a great Cob.

Click below for our promo video:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EUgvDG3mpv0

Some of you may be aware that I undertook two exploratory 
LD Eland Hunts this season, in order to try bring you a more 

affordable Hunt in Cameroon. 

Well as I am writing this, I am still in the middle of the 
second hunt. 

The first area I was to check out was Zic 24, the former 
Safari Chelet zone, combined with Zic 7 and 9. 

Once done with the Safari I will depart Cameroon and head 
straight for Nashville and the annual SCI Convention. 

Please do come and talk to me for opportunities in this 
great area. 

I look forward to sharing more on our hunt with you there. 

Marita and I will be in Booth  #2309

from Ernest’s pen.
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